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conservationist : |
NRCS performs CRP technical assistance under °
reimbursement from FSA

— Account for as much as possible for reimbursement.
— Section 11 CCC funding cap

Despite these flaws, these data are the official budget

costs reported by USDA and the only practicable'source
for estimating transactions costs at the national level.
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Conservation Reserve Program: Technical Assistance and Support as a
Percent of Cost-Share and Rental Payments

1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

()
(o))
[&]
—
c
[}
&)
S
[}
o
y—
o
()]
o
-

‘ —e— NRCS/FS technical assistance —=— FSA administrative support ‘

SeURCEIUSDATOBRAENEREIBRNENE ENmiIchACHCU LU CORNSERAUCHNECCHBMICS




CRPIIPRIICS PErFACKe NRES CostSs

Conservation Reserve Program: NRCS Transactions Costs per New and
Cumulative Acre Enrolled
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CREPPRIICS PerrACKe: ESA COSstS

Conservation Reserve Program: FSA Transactions Costs per New and
Cumulative Acre Enrolled
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Wleelalde] ESA Copsiis

Conservation Reserve Program: Actual and Predicted
FSA administrative support costs
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Conservation Reserve Program: Actual and

Wleelalde] NHES Cejsiis

Predicted NRCS/FS technical assistance expenditures

20,000,000
18,000,000
16,000,000
14,000,000
12,000,000
10,000,000

8,000,000

6,000,000 -
4,000,000 -
2,000,000 -

0

/AN
/‘// \\\Pt?%

i

—
e

e T .

1986 198719881989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

$70,000,000

+ $60,000,000

- $50,000,000

$40,000,000

$30,000,000

+ $20,000,000

-+ $10,000,000

$0

—— Acres idled/installed —¢— Actual NRCS TA —& Predicted NRCS TA

SeURCEAUSDANOBRAEEREIBHNENE EIMIIChACHCH LU CONSERAUGHNECEHREMICS

NRCS/FS technical assistance




S in Initial and Succeeding
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Succeeding Years

©
(o2}
(o)}
—
q_)_
S
=
=

cost per dollar of exjss

| 1
. $001

I‘T I

- ;-
WRP EQIP L ERR R L WwHel

B NRCS technical assistance m FSA administrative suppoft




Initial Years

Succeeding Years







Tresaciion Casiis for Mei et Proef el

Land Retirement Programs: Technical Assistance as a percent
of Cost-Share and Rental/Easement Expenditures
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Trepseeiors Cosiisfor Cosisaelfe P el

Cost-Share Programs: Technical Assistance as a percent
of Cost-Share Expenditures
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vy
[}
S
=)
=
©
c
[}
o
x
(¢}
c
(@)
+—
©
e
[}
(2]
c
(@)
o
Y—
(@)
+—
c
(D)
o
—
[¢H)
o

Technical Assistance as a percent of Conservation
Expenditures, 1937-1999
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---m-.. Index of TA without CTA

180%

160%

140%

120%

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Index of real TA expenditures




Reluctance to Fund Technical Assistance

st Sgctton 11 fundmg cap (fecently eliminated)
s Sivation Security Program
J)Lecl nlca SS|stance '
+ - Technical Serviée: Provnder (T: SP) optlon '

« “Reform.of conservatIQn glannlng mandated
- study. " R ;

j -+ These Show a dlsco-mfbrt W|th fundmg technlcal'
| assustance NS: dl.rect figarcial assistance’and L
_ mlsunderstandmgbof the technlcal dssistance: .
role" *%*“Ff {2 i,




clusions

C of implementing the Conservation

Ot expenditures for NRCS technical assistance
percent of expenditures for ESAadministrative support costs
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F’( \jandimuch Iess fpr worklng I'and
programs (EQIP an eq}essors) il

* The absolute size of réntal p“ayments in CRPdwarfs, '
PRTCs in ways that cost-share funds under‘ working
lands programs do not.




conclusions (cont,)

Administrative PRTCs are highly correlated with cumulative
acreage enrolled, each additional acre increasing costs by
$1.79.

Technical assistance PRTCs are significantly correlated with
acres-installed each year (adding $2.39 per acre) and
cumulatlve acres enrolled (addlng % 80 With each addltlonal
acre). T

_- .NRCS techmcal asmstance COSts mcreased sagmflcantly n the'
---;.{second signups (after: 1996) ‘&

'~ "Fechnical assistance declined from mid: 19703 peak

Congressmnal support may be dropplng

ek Sectlon 11°capon renmbu*rsement :

= Capsinnew CSP " * § 1 _

& -4 Reliance on third- party technical agsistance provnders

= Mandates for studying conservatlon plannlng reform,
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